
RECONCILIATION LEARNING CENTER 3 
Stories about forgiveness from the Bible 

 

Directions: 
 

1. Begin by telling your child about a time when they went missing. Where were you? How 
long were they missing? How did you feel when you realized they were lost? Where did 
you look? Where did you find them? How did you feel when you found them? 

 
2. Read “The Good Shepherd”. Stress especially that God loves and cares about us when 

we are lost and that when He gets us back, He is so happy! 
 

3. Make a Sheep: Glue cotton balls to the sheep on the construction paper. Cut the sheep out. 
 
 

4. Read “Matthew’s Second Chance” and “Jesus and Peter” as bedtime stories. 

• Matthew’s Second Chance: What did Matthew do wrong? What did his actions 
do to the people? What did Jesus think about Matthew? How did Matthew 
change? What does this story tell you about Jesus’ love for you? 

• Jesus and Peter: What did Peter do wrong? How did he make up to Jesus? What 
did Jesus do when Peter apologized? What does this story tell you about how 
Jesus forgives? 

 

 
 
Supplies: 

• Cotton balls  

• Glue 

• Construction paper 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Good Shephard 
 

Being a shepherd is not an easy job. The shepherd watches the 

sheep so that they don’t wander off. During the day, he leads them to 

water for drinking and to grassy areas for eating. At night, he stays 

awake to guard his flock of sheep from animals that might harm them 

The shepherd cares for his whole flock. God also cares for 

everyone. He wants 

all of us to know 

we are loved. 

Sometimes we turn 

away from God’s 

love. We sin. We 

wander away from 

God like sheep that 

get lost. 

God loves us 

even when we 

wander away and 

sin. He comes 

searching for us. 

Jesus says that 

God our Father 

searches for us 

like the shepherd 

searches for his 

lost sheep. Like 

the shepherd, God 

is happy when we 

are found.  



Jesus and Peter 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A story About Friends 

In the Bible, there is a 

story about a friend of Jesus 

who was sorry and wanted to be 

friends again. 

Peter and Jesus were very 

good friends. Peter followed 

Jesus wherever He went and 

boasted that he would always be 

loyal to Him.  

Later that night, Peter 

went to the place where Jesus  

 

was held captive. Three times 

people came up to Peter and 

said, “You must be a friend of 

Jesus.” Three times Peter said, 

“I do not even know Jesus.” Just 

then the rooster crowed. 

Peter thought about what 

he had done. He had been 

disloyal to Jesus. He was deeply 

sorry and went off by himself 

and cried. 

Peter was sorry for what 

he had done to his friend. Later 

on, he told Jesus how he felt. 

Jesus listened and forgave him. 

Then Jesus asked Peter 

three times, “Do you really love 

Me?” He wanted to hear Peter 

say three time, “Yes, Lord, I 

love You.” 

Jesus knew that Peter’s 

love was now greater than his 

fear. Peter’s faith had grown 

strong. It would continue to 

grow stronger. Now Jesus could 

put Peter in charge of his 

Church. 

 

From John 21: 15-17 
 



Matthew’s Second Chance 

Jesus was walking down the road. He saw Matthew working behind 

a table. Matthew was collecting taxes for the Roman government. He 

took more money from the people than he should have. The people 

became very poor. They saw that Matthew was doing something wrong. 

When 

Jesus saw 

Matthew, he saw 

something more. 

Jesus looked 

deep into 

Matthew’s 

heart. He saw a 

good man. He 

told Matthew to 

leave the table 

and follow him. 

Matthew left 

his job and 

became a 

disciple, a 

follower of 

Jesus. Matthew made a good. Choice.  Later, Jesus joined Matthew at a 

big party in Matthew’s home. 

Many people were upset with Jesus for making Matthew his 

friend. They did not like Matthew. Jesus told them that he came to 

help people who had sinned. He wanted everyone to be his friend. 

Adapted from Matthew 9:9-13 
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